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SUBJECT: OPENING OF SOVIET EXHIBIT: "SCIENTIFIC SIBERIA" 
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1. SOVIET EXHIBIT "SCIENTIFIC SIBERIA" OPENED AT SMITH- 
SONIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY (NM H) EVENING 
OF OCTOBER 28. MIKHAIL LAVRENTYEV, VICE PRESIDENT OF USSR 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, SPOKE FIRST. HE WAS FOLLOWED BY AM- 
BASSADOR DOBRYNIN, WHO ALSO READ A BRIEF MESSAGE FROM SEC- 
RETARY BREZHNEV. ROBERT BROOKS, ACTING SECRETARY OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, THEN WELCOMED THE EXHIBIT ON 
BEHALF OF THE MUSEUM AND DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ARMITAGE SPOKE ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT. AN ESTIMATED 
250 PERSONS, INCLUDING USIA DIRECTOR KEOUGH, ATTENDED THE 
OPENING CEREMONY AND RECEPTION WHICH FOLLOWED. 

2. AFTERNOON BEFORE OPENING LAVRENTYEV AND NMNH OFFICIALS 
HELD PRESS CONFERENCE ON EXHIBIT WHICH WAS WELL ATTENDED 
BY US AND SOVIET MEDIA. VOA COVERED PRESS CONFERENCE AND 
OPENING FOR PLANNED FEATURE STORY. NMNH DIRECTOR PORTER 
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WASHINGTON POST STORY OF OCTOBER 30 HIGHLIGHTS REMARK BY 
NMNH DEPUTY DIRECTOR JAMES MELLO THAT EXHIBIT IS A "TEXT- 
BOOK" TYPE OF MUSEUM DISPLAY. POST ADDED COMMENT THAT 
EXHIBIT LOOKS TO FUTURE IN SUBJECT MATTER, BUT IS UNFOR 
TUNATELY A "BACKWARD LOOK TO OLD-FASHIONED MUSEUM DISPLAY 
TECHNIQUES;" WE HAVE YET TO SEE OTHER US MEDIA COVERAGE 
OF EXHIBIT. KISSINGER 
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